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The Great Banyan Tree

Age : More than 240 yrs.

Highest Branch : 24.5 M.

Canopy : 420 M.

Prop. roots : 2880.
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The Textuality of Patriarchy :
A Reading of
Rabindranath Tagore’s The Notebook

# Bibhash Choudhury
Department of English
Gauhati University

Rabindranath Tagore's short story The Notebook is one of
those texts where the contests of the individual within the
family reflect alternative responses to social pressures. The
protagonist of the story, a young girl called Uma, revels in
practising the newly acquired art of writing, the beneficiaries of
such exercise spilling over and beyond the limits of the pages
of the notebook. As time goes by, however, she comes to
cherish her notebook, which becomes the depository of her
correspondence between her writing self and the narrated one.
It is, like Edgar Allan Poe’s purloined letter, significant not for
the contents, but for the function it has in both Uma’s life and
in the way it is viewed by others. The notebook emphasises, for
Uma, a major matrix of self-awareness, a process that seems to
grant her identity. It all began with her contact with a realm that
opened a newly discovered world of experience :

Ever since she had learned to write, Uma had created
havoc in the household. She drew huge wobbly lines on the
walls of every room in the house, immature letters of the
alphabet in charcoal; ‘Rain spatters, leaves patter’. (Tagore :
1992, 43)

As she grows into womanhood, the notebook assumes a
significance which extends beyond the graphical—it becomes a
symbol of her identity, the site where her individuality is best
asserted. The family and her notebook occupy distinctly drawn
alternative positions of conflict, so that her identity is no longer
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defined in terms of her membership but through her association
with the notebook. This is paradoxical. For the politics of
dispossessing her of her notebook is governed by the principles
of homogenisation—at least in appropriating her in two
respects—as a woman and as a housewife. Both these
categories are modes of understanding Uma, unfortunately
however, both fail to access her individuality. When Uma
marries, the notebook goes with her; it is a souvenir from her
home. It may appear that the story does not really evolve
beyond the restrictions imposed by the binary structure of
freedom/confinement, but the subtle narrative enunciations
move to regulate the rhetoric of a sanctioned social doctrine,
that of the ideal family life. So while the conflict is a apparently
between her choice and their demand. there is the issue of
image-management, a process that requires ages to consolidate,
but hardly a moment to collapse. Or rather, let’s say that is the
logic forwarded by the advocates of Uma’s housewifery—and
the basic assumption is that both wifehood and reading cannot
go together. Such a position is conditioned by the cultural need
to retain (you could also say ‘sustain’) the orthodox through 5
perpetration of a belief system that cannot adequately hope to
be literally engaged and simultaneously be faithful to self-
interest. A logical corollary of debarring Uma from coming
close to books is the understanding that education would
antagonise the order of domesticity. A logic that is situationa]
and extremely programmatic, it works to associate the personal
with the social in a bind of extreme oppositionality : “If this
kind of studying once took hold, novel and play-reading could
not be fat behind, and soon it would be difficult to uphold
domestic decorum.” (Tagore 1992 : 47) Obviously, al]
narratives that draw upon the programmatic enunciation of
individual/social contestations do not engage such structures
with equal emphasis, even though the rhetoric is distinguished
by its allegiance to a matrix of opposition. In Uma’s case, her
position functions as the measuring stick of social order, and
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while the narrative direction serves to make her submission
inevitable, it also textualises her in terms of a Foucauldian
discipline/punish hierarchy. Commenting on the distribution of
the individual in a space allocated by society, Foucault suggests
that such partitioning governs the organising principles of
accepted behaviour. Disciplining is advocated for the sake of
restoring the individual to his/her appropriate space, for which
however, a regimented ‘enclosure’ is initially required. Here's
Foucault’s comment on the enclosing of the individual
“Discipline sometimes requires enclosure, the specification of
a place heterogeneous to all others and closed in upon itself. It
is the place of disciplinary monotony.” (Foucault 1991 : 141) In
the eyes of her husband, therefore, Uma’s subjugation and/or
confinement is the ordered position, while her aspiration (for
which the notebook is the stand-in) is merely a violation of that
tested condition, one that is socially sanctioned. The subsuming
of her identity marker, i.e., the notebook, by the rhetoric of the
patriarchal structure in this case is a systemic design, an
ideological given that emerges in all its parochialism. One word
particularly evokes the state her helplessness in the following
passage :

It was a fragment of home, a cherished memento of the
place where she was born and lived with her parents, however
briefly. It was an abridged history of her childhood written in
the shakiest of letters, a sweet reminder of her girlish freedom,
before housewifery prematurely claimed her. (Tagore 1992 : 46)

It is the ‘claim’ housewifery lays on her that resituates her
position anew. The image of the ‘housewife’ required her to
divest all her intellectual resources for a conditioned response
to the world that ‘claimed’ her now. This placement of Uma
against a fabric of the patriarchal order has its own female
lieutenants—her sister-in-law who abet and facilitate her
assimilation into the system. As a narrative that engages the
personal/social in subtly couched antagonism, The Notebook
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carries forward the suggestiveness of the image-function to its
logical end. It is not wonder that the narrative ends with the loss
of the notebook (and Uma’s individuality). The difference also
lies in the perception of the other (here aggressively represented
by Pyari Mohan, the husband), and in how the same notebook
is seen—for Uma it is the only flag-bearer of her selfhood

while for her husband it is the ultimate form of resistance to his -

individuality, best asserted by her subservience and
dependence. The notebook is to Uma what she is to Pyari
Mohan—the symbol, subject and object of one’s selfhood. For
Pyari Mohan the notebook and Uma cannot be accepted
together; what is needed is a domestically decorous Uma. an
Uma that is identified only by her association with him. In
Uma’s case her notebook serves a similar function. But then, in
this play of objectifying one’s self through association the more
powerful Pyari Mohan encloses her within him.Q
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) Pahi’s visage shroud in the dense cloud of shravan. Hasn’t
the girl turned crestfallen ever since her father has been trans-
ferred? She took a long time to come to terms with his absence
in the house. The weather has suddenly turned sullen as she
returned from school. What has be fallen the girl? Roon hope-
fully awaited the weather to naturally calm down. Charming
childhood is almost slipping away but the road the adolescence
is also far away. Very trying conditions. Waiting in anticipation
would be best instead of facing volley of repeated enquiries.
Appearing seemingly unfluttered Roon let time pass. Gradually
the clouds dissipated.

By nature Pahi was inclined to prove her maturity. In an
act of self-gratification she tries to ascertain if Ponakon had
fallen asleep. After that she inches up to her mother, “Do you
know a man misbehaved with me on the road? On the way to
school and back. Several days. Some day I would do something.
Then don’t tell me. Dera.............. "

Pahi’s nostrils flares up in flames. It was impossible to let
out speech. The words were stuck inside her. Roon’s hair stood
up. Caterpillar or wild dog? How could she be so careless? The
school is at a stone’s throw. They don’t even have to cross the
road. Ever since Ponakan has been enrolled in school they go
and come back together. Everyday they travelled this short dis-
tance very carefully. Hope the children are not unduly harassed
by this strife. Roon desire her private space. Isn’t she a very
vigilant mother? Still it occurred in the midst of it?

She reproached her carelessness. Is there a moment absent
from the slings and arrows of life? Even the multi-hued butter-



flies bear with them the stings of the caterpillar. Roon hugged
and held closely her downcast daughter. A very complex pre-
dicament has gradually crept up. Pahi is on the threshold of
metamorphosing to embrace the evolving new from. In dispens-
ing the role of the mother has she erred somewhere along the
way? And where did she blunder? What is the pursuing herself?
A little time for herself? Virginia Woolf's view of her own
roon? She fervently awaited the break of dawn.

Holding firmly both of them, Roon proceeded to school.
She wanted to accost the man who has ‘misbehaved’ with Pahi.
But a glimpse of the man made her instantly indecisive whether
she should cry or laugh. A podgy and bulging old man. The
body transfixed but the mind is racing to wards a remote corner
of youthful time a hundred seas away. As if, just then a page
straightway from the short story of Shilabhadra has flown hold-
ing his son on the verandah.

" A helpless situation. Complete disorientation between the
body and memory. In trying to manage the ageing father, the
son is greatly perturbed. The lusty gestures: the hideous smijle.
Roon thought it prudent to avoid from a distance.

By night her anxious situation was further strained by
Pahi.

“Speak openly. Why won’t I understand. You speak. Wha
is the perplexity? What do his gestures signify? Won’t under.
stand after being insulted? Why? If suppose I inform the sq
that this........ ”

This is her Pahi, who simply makes Shyamanty Sweat
while teaching her mammals. The new generation that in g wink
desires to traverse the unknown distant future.

) This wide world at the forefront. This disarray between

wisdom and naivety. Pahi’s insistent demand. Give a transparen¢
answer. Clear, Roon and Shyamanta quickly exchange glances,
The former Miss Universe endorses an advertisement of nap-
kins; but what is the use of it? Every time Roon Postpones an
immediate explanation, Pahi is all the more insistent on a
prompt answer. It is difficult to hold on to the crux. Very trying

times. ‘



Roon heaves a sigh. The sight of the old man unloads a
stone from her heart. As if a relief. But can one really gain
confidence in the midst of this turmoil? Suddenly she is bat-
tered by the ebb and flow of her childhood.

In a game of hide and seek with a half—awakened state of
slumber, the mind is flooded by childhood sights and places.
Pahi is in deep sleep. Even Ponakan. There is infinite time in
her hands now. Shall she pick-up some sun-drenched moments?
By oneself, focused? She peers over to see if her face is re-
flected in Pahi’s countenance.

Was Sarulata hounded by this turmoil? Was there a curious
inquisitiveness?

How old was she then? Borpah and the others senior rela-
tives are firming the raised earthen mound surrounded by four
pointed bamboo stems. In the same vicinity a few banana
plants. A bota in little Roon’s hands.

“Isn’t it our Thagi master’s daughter? Get me some mola
tobacoo from your Borbou, Aai.”

Romping around gleefully she forgot all about the mola
tobacoo. While darting in gay abundance she almost stumbles
on the bota. She remembered. As she comes to hand over the
tobacoo she pauses open mouthed. Why didn’t she notice it any
other day? Such a lovely bey (ceremonial bathing area made of
banana plants). Four rootless white banana columns from the
four corners. The mound made of loose soil and enclosed in
delicately woven layers of banana barks. Cold and smooth. The
barren space just adequate for one person to stand. Above the
four banana columns is the pointed canopy of woven and lay-
ered banana barks. As pointed as a crown.

Above and below, inside and outside, the entire area was
a vibrant array of skilled workmanship in banana barks. Slender
and flawless. Four banana plants in the four corners. A straight
bamboo stem from the top of the crown just like an umbrella.
The de-skinned fibres, as green as the freshly sprung grass, was
made into floral bouquets and placed at intervals. A small ba-
nana flower was inverted on the protruding tip. The petals split
open like a half open lotus bloom.



She gently placed her feet on the mould. The weight of her
delicate frame sent a ripple of crackling sound from the banana
barks. She was amazed. Such crystal whiteness! Supposing the
dirt and grime from her feet touched it? Borpah and the others
are finishing their work.

She made one single brisk round of the bey. Someone
remarked, “What is it, child? Are you very interested? When
your turn comes, we will surely decorate the same way”.

Like a balimahi bird, she took flight and disappeared. The
evening has flown in with the simalu cotton. The emaciated
river is the mirror of the sky. Along the river bank the troupe of
women singers trudge upstream. Backward flowing water
should never to drawn. The mango-stem embellished pitcher
will be filled with water after symbolically breaking the water
with kitchen knives. The frail and emaciated river is a chirpy
young girl. And aiotis break into a melodious hymn,

Yomunare dhou dekhi..........
Seeing the waves of Yamuna
Radha’s heart flutters.
May the boat be brought closer to the bank.
O pleasure giver!

With rustic fantasies, dulcet melody the friendly river
impacts and enters the nooks and corners of the delicate mind
An evolving suspense. A companion of eternal time. A pure:
pleasure. She is also a part of the troupe. The water drawing
group of female singers assemble on the river bank ang sing

Eparore Chaknoya, heparore dhou............

On this bank a whirlpool

On the bank a wave

Copper pitcherred Radha
Has the water been filled in?

To the dense notes of uruli and showers of rice grains the
little bride will be bathed with pitcher after pitcher of water.
And a starched and stiff cloth will be encircled around her tc;




enable her to undress. Enclosed in a chadar she will be treated
to a stream of uruli and more showers of rice grains,

Agot dia, pasot dia..........................

Give at the front

Give at the back

Five women singers,

Bring water from the dhobi's ghat
‘And pour on the maidens head.

Inside the pandal, the bride will distribute rice flakes car-
ried in one end of the chadar. In a symbolic gesture the women
will cuddle her konai. Every woman who will lift her konal will
be plastered by a layer of soggy rice paste. Laughter, running
around; pulling-stretching-Girls of the same age group and on
the threshold of puberty, are frantically tracked to dish out the
sindoor used for the bride’s bindi. Roon partakes of the festivi-
ties.

Mirth and merriment, giggling glee. If even a boy is spot-
ted on the fringes of the pandal, he will be immediately packed
off, “Off! off! Gosh! you can never sport a bread. Don’t you
dare to come here.”

The recognition of her gender inflates her little heart. See!
I am allowed to enter. So what if I am very young. I am female.
I can take part in these rituals.

In sheer arrogance a lustrous radiance creeps out of Roon’s
lips. She changes her sleeping side. Times have changed, cul-
ture has been edged out by consumerism. The ritualistic festivi-
ties and genial tenor of the pubertal marriage is fast eroding.
That space has been replaced by the ritual of feasting. The cost
of the food items is also consistently increasing. The disease of
consumerism has infiltrated the rank and file of society from
town to village. While we revel in the absence of dowry in our
society the mushrooming cases of bride burning and assaulted
daughter-in-law speak a different story.

Perhaps- the swelling costs of the feasts would be a defini-
tive cause of distress for parents of the girl child. An impulsive



yawn escapes from her. Drops of pearl continuously slide off
through the gaps of her fingers leaving behind only the grime
and sand.

Sand? The sand-castles that they built on the bank with the
wet sand? A sense of pity emanates from her heart for her own
children. Confined in a suffocating flat the medium of the re-
mote control has defined their childhood.

Presently Roon feels intimidated by the newspapers also.
Cases of murder, rape appear as regular feature of newspaper
columns. The other day, on the very first page a father made a
confessional statement that a particular child of his was born
from an illicit affair. Not out of wed-lock. Another worry has
been added to Roon’s list. Hope the newspaper is out of Pahi’s
sight. Otherwise she will be compelled by Pahi to undertake the
most Herculean task of defining what is legal and illegal of
niarriage and children. While trying to keep the paper out of
reach Roon felt a heavy load on her heart. Did the special child
of the confessing father read the story of his birth? Who must
have hidden from his view this history? He may have read. He
may have digested it. He may have taken it casually. May be,
The new generation strides at enormous pace. Nothing can hold
then back.

Her childhood sky was a vast bright and unrestricted ex-
panse. ‘ .
Ganga khura’s large house. Roon has unlimited access to
that house Moina khuri will peel and slice the pineapple.
Strongly diffused aroma. Eating would ensure the free flowing
of the syrupy juice right through her elbows. But what attracts
her more are the almirahs containing rows of books. She
reaches out at the books through-the clear and clean glass win-
dows. There is a sense of bonding. Her friends on the other
hand, remain busy picking ‘milky flowers’ or digging edible
roots in the paddy fields.

Passing two hands through her armpits Ganga khura lifts
and flings her in the air. Catching her again in mid air he tells
derulata, “Nabou, watch out, your daughter wall attain great
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heights. So fascinated by books. Send her to our place. Moina
also stays alone.”

She desperately tries to free herself from the clutches of
Ganga khura’s crab-like hands. Her group of friends must have
finished building their sand-castles. The greed of books has
confined her to Ganga khura's room.

The call of the river is irresistible. At the break of dawn
sarulata sweeps the courtyard and heads off to the river bank.
Resting only on the sole of her right foot, she engraves circles
with her big toe on the clearly swept fresh courtyard. The neem
stems for brushing had been collected by her father the previous
evening. Taking one in her mouth she races after her mother.

Her mother slides down into the water up to her chest and
leaves one and of her chadar in the current of the water. The
upper portion of her body is naked. The delicate pair of hands
indulges in playful wantonness with the water. As if embracing
the river. As if she will speak to it. The thin veil of mist is
gradually removed by somebody; from the place where Sarulata
was. She repeatedly reminds Sarulata to cover her body.

“What are you doing? Cover your body? The mist is thin-
ning out at the spot you are standing.”

Sarulata wades in and floats and very attentively talks to
the river then! Like little Deukon? Everyday, while returning
from school, Deukon is invariably the last one in the group.
Unknowingly he often halts and pauses. He stares conscien-
tiously at the green trees. And he speaks to the tufts of green.
After covering quite a distance the group realises he has been
left behind and waits for him to catch up. When news of
Deukon’s diversions reaches Sarulata’s ears, she merely ex-
claims, :

“What kind of a boy is he? Insane or sane!”

“But what about your time!”

Roon reminds Sarulata’s silent conversation with the river.

Whenever she is free, Roon dashes off to Gagon khura’s
house. Very attentively, the fragile hands browse through the
geography books looking for familiar names. Sometimes she



picks up her favourite and flips through the pages standing right
there. As she reads, Gagon khura repeatedly tries to distract her.
He repeatedly places his stubbled cheek around her soft one.
Some other day, she is engrossed in locating places in the Atlas.
At that moment khura would hug her tight and place her on his
lap. Very annoying. Her book fantasies just wither away. Some-
times resolving never to return she darts out of their house.
Never will she again crave for books.

Will give you grain, give your rice, sprinkle
you with flowers
The idea of going to Indrapuri makes
Me feel good.........

The rows and rows of books behind the closed doors con-
_ stantly entice her. Her previous resolution simply flutters away
as she meekly surrenders to the call.

An eerie silence in the house. Very well. Uncle must be
away, khuri must be in the kitchen. Directly she tip-toes to the
room. Hush-hush. Before the arrival of Gagon khura she
expected a quick perusal of the half read story and would later
sit by Moina khuri at her loom.

An unusual stillness prevails in the house today. The pecu-
liar ‘khat-khat’ sound of Maina khuri's weaving shuttle is inau-
dible. Feeling a gush of warm breath on her neck she turns but
is immediately lifted in a jerk by Gagon khura. She desperately
fletches her hands and legs to wriggle free from his clutches.

“Leave me. Don’t lift me. I don’t like it.”

The doors of the books are not open today. A palpitating
sense of danger in the enlarged pupils of her eyes. Dew drops
of mist in both the corners. Where is Moina khuri? Moina
khuri? The entire body is being stung by a hundred stings.
cli-lands as sharp as the paws of an animal. The teeth of a hunting

og.

In the bid to escape from the savage assault she sinks her
milk-teeth into his burly hairy hands. She dashes out leaving
behind on the threshold a little flesh from underneath the nail
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of the big toe. The big toe that made circles on the fresh court-
yard.

A piercing cry emanates from a flock of birds in the front
courtyard. A handful of weaver birds have nested on the betel-
nut trees at the nongolamukh; surely a hunter crow has infil-
trated the nests. Unless there is a grave danger, the birds would
not enter and run helter-skelter and wake up Sarulata. Their
eggs must have hatched. Early in the morning Sarulata had
found one fledgling slip out from the nest. Even then the flock
had created a commotion.

Leaving behind the work she was doing, Sarulata rushed
out of her house. The wailful cries of the flock of birds dissi-
pated to the furthest areas and frittered away.

Somewhere the sound of a vigorously fluttering banana
leaf. She was rooted to the ground bewildered. Or did she see
a frail dove with mutilated pinions in front of her? Or is it an
injured deer who has escaped from the clutches of a savage
hunter? Sarulata stood thunder-struck.

Seeing her mothers’ unusual composure the little girls’
fears and sobs broke into a wailful crying. The body battered by
red swollen patches.

On one of her foraging trips to collect half-ripe mangoes,
the surat leaf had caused allergic itching and red swellings. The
same kind of marks. That day the more Sarulata discovered
marks on the delicate body, the more loudly she called out to
her mother-in-law.

“Look at the state of the girl! Let her grandmother offer
advice.”

But today? Sarulata was thunderously composed. Even
from her bed grandmother could instinctively smell something.

“What has happened to you all? You bitches, don’t tell me
anything!”

Unexpectedly Sarulata wields a shield of defence.

“Nothing, nothing has happened. Caterpillar allergy. You
go to sleep.”

Caterpillar? A shiver ran through the little girl. Fearfully,
she trudged up to the corner of her mother’s bed. Does it imply



that her rounded shoulders slender neck, beautiful thighs, the
swollen patches on her body has been raided and invaded by
thousands and thousands of stings? A feathery smooth face
dotted by chicken-pox? Her face twinged at the sense of disgust
and revolt against her own body. _
- 'She spent the entire night chasing one patchy dream. This

is the river bank. Over there that half exposed tortoise eggs are
dazzling. Gently she removes the sand of the sides of that were
buried. The half-buried eggs were positioned one after another
covered by a flimsy layer of sand. Smooth and round. She
repeatedly staggers towards the eggs but does not manage to.
reach. She makes an effort to approach it from another direc-.
tion. She cannot reach the eggs. Her feet slips off on the bank.
She will once again try her luck from the edge of the river. The
eggs have to be retrieved. A flesh of lightning rips through her.
feet.
Waking up instantly she sits. The sheer whiteness of the’

- eggs bedazzles her eyes for a long time. Her mother is sitting
besides her. Surely, last night she did not sleep with her grand

mother.

‘Today her mother did not sweep the courtyard. She fol-
lowed her mother to the river bank. The eyes appear to be
swollen. A chilling muteness descends on the road to the river.

The water is rising. As if someone has gone upstream aﬂd:
mixed red soil with a lot of water. Now and then heaps of

marshy waste floats down. In the distance the fishemen’s boats
can be clearly seen. It is no longer dewy. Roon stands mute and
motionless on the stone which is used for washing clothes. She
is not liking anything to today.

“Ma, lets go home and wash. Can’t you see the water of
the river is so dirty today.”

Sarulata turned towards her. Red swollen eyes. Her mother
must have remained awake the entire night. Treading carefully
and slowly she wades deeper into the river. It cannot be said
whether she paid heed or not to Roon, ‘
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“The river sweeps away dirty waste. It is not by itself
dirty. We must not call the river dirty. Dearest daughter, come
along and get into the water. Immerse your body. It will get
purified.”

As she stands watching the water starts rising. Sometimes
a lashing wave suddenly swirls around its own body and slides
down. Again it is flowing. The washing stone is nowhere at
sight. The familiar river bank is in the middle of the river. And
her king’s castles made of sand?

The steadily rising water level leaves her in a state of
delightful petrification.

That was the only time that she came away a great
distance from her mother. With Romola pehi. The layers and
layers of her pehi’s gentléness behind an enigmatic front flow-
ered before her eyes. Pehi was married. What a beautiful bride
she was! She came home on the eight day of her marriage for
the traditional feast but never returned. An unresolved question
for Roon. Calm amiable Romola pehi. A river ceaselessly flows
inside. Now and then it finds its way out.

For a long period, separated from Sarulata, Roon had been
to many places with Romola pehi. Although not a direct family
member, Sarulata has always been affectionate and treated her
as her own sister-in-law. This brief separation from home has
dawned upon Roon how warm and close was her aunt to them.
Warm hearted and very own. The city is congested with vehi-
cles. There is no end to her surprises. It is quite amazing how
the vehicles managed to move fast in close proximity to one
another. How?

Romola Pehi explained, “The way melody fuses with
rhythm your song, my harmonium, Tapan’s tabla, You are you,
I am I, yet together. ”

They returned home carrying along beautiful pearls of
wisdom unsurpassable by even melody. Sarulata was fidgeting
in restlessness awaiting eagerly their arrival. Did she remember
her then? She tightly clung to her mother like a madhobilata,
“Very much, ma. For you. For the river also.”
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Her father was a man of few words. Even he smiled at
Roon’s utterance. Her father then turned to the eagerly waiting
brothers and said, “Do you understand now? Mother and the
river. We are not included in the four boundaries.”

Roon soared like a frenzied butterfly. She sits on her
mouth. Sarulata’s eyes were flooded with tears as she stared and
stared. She is grateful to her sister-in-law Romola. She hag
removed the dark shadows haunting tender mind of the cheerfy]
butterfly. Romola pehi smiled back gently. After handing over
Roon to her mother has her pehi reached home or not, Roop
dashed with lightning speed to the river bank.

Out of sight for such a long time! Her body has not beep
cooled for a ling time by the river. Should she share her beay.
tiful thoughts with the river? No peace of mind without dipping
into the river.

Leaping in and out and submerging in the water. She bligg.
fully bathes. Leaping headlong again and again as if looking for
something. Her hair flung open. The eagle’s stroke takes her tq
the middle of the river and then back. Like the rising waters hep
lustrous mane of hair is let to float along with the currepg
Constantly rubbing her cheeks against the water she speaks tc;
the river! Silently! Like her mother Sarulata!

Does the river boast of less power? Sometimes it is crystal
clear. Sometimes swolen and arrogant. The fresh rain filled
river is a beautiful but disdainful maiden. At this time granq
mother often cautions her grandchildren to be careful of th;,
river.

“Look out. New water has sprung. Around this time the
river becomes overbearing.”

Roon left the same way. The river behaves in this manper
as if it does not recognize us. As if it will stop speaking,

“Yes. Like you. New fed river and new teenager. Same
arrogance.” Sarulata adds.

That is Sarulata’s indulgence. Roon is not at all arrogant.
Be it her behaviour or her studies the name of Roon lingers on
the lips of everyone in the neighbourhood. Sarulata is proud.
The one and only daughter. And her appearance? Once a week
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her grandmother wards off the evil eye from her. A growing
girl. Cannot let evil eyes befall her. Let disasters and calamities
be kept away in the distance. Although confined to the bed,
grandmother keeps a constant vigil!

The betel-leaf climbers had withered away under the
impact of last year’s flood. The aromatic betel-leaf planted by
grandfather. Grandmother cursed the river. The annoying floods
have willfully taken away the betel-leaf climbers. The enemy of
some birth has reaped victory.

Hearing her mother-in-law’s curses Sarulata breaks into a
suppressed smile. Oh God! Her curse to the river! On the other
hand the very mention of the river makes her stonewall to other
things. '

At that time Sarulata arrived at this house for the first
time. Perhaps the smell of moong and haldi was still ligering.
Sarulata’s mother came visiting her daughter. Both the mothers-
in-laws are deeply engrossed in conversation. Sarulata’s mother
was immensely satisfied. Even after marriage there was a gay
spritefulness in her daughter. The house befits her. Very befit-
ting conditions. Such an affectionate mother-in-law. Such na-
ture to make an outsider feel at home. Again the Dekhow river
in which she swam and grew up with, is to her good fortune, the
same river in which she swam and grew up with, is to her god
fortune, the same river in which as a bride she again changes
her bathing clothes. So what, if she has left her mother’s home!
The river has embraced her since birth right up to this moment,
like a mother’s company. A maiden equipped by the Dekhow
and a daughter-in-law nourished by the Dekhow.

The statement of the new family kin made her squirm in
annoyance. What is this young family kin talking? Grand-
mother knows no Dekhow.

«“What are you saying biyoni? Ours is a river. If Dekhow
is Dekhow, then it is yours. For what deficiency will our river
be a Dekhow? Please pay heed to it. Let some time pass. Our
water is sweet. The fish luscious. The flood comes suddenly but
leaves instantly. Leaves it fertile; no damage. We always get
news of your river. Devastating afflication. Heavy water. It re-
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mains in the paddy fields for so long that the chances of sur-
vival of the new saplings is thwarted.”

On the banks of the same river grandmother lies asleep. A
healthy moj sapling has sprung up right through her heart. The
moj sapling has turned into a massive tree. Grandmother is
leaning against the river and flowing along with it.

Situated at a corner from the main room. grandmother’s
room lies in an abandoned state. The very next year Sarulata
decided to use that room for rearing silk-worms. The sounq
produced while devouring the leaves is clearly audible. The
October bound silkworms mature in time for Sarulata. The si]k.
worm reared during her mother-in-law’s time must be boiled ip
the back courtyard. As a rule after extracting the thread. the
cocoon is buried in a pit dug at the corner of the backyard. After
the demise of grandmother the rule is no longer followed to the
letter. The boys have learnt to the taste of the cocoons. A cop-
stant vigil is kept as to when the silkworms would reach maty-
rity, when would the thread be retrieved and the cocoons avajl.-
able. Sarulata remains indecisive. The dead might find some
fault. The boys would not relent. Sarulata is in a fix.

Roon awaits longingly to hear the music created by the
silk-worms while chipping at the leaves. The soft notes of the
growing silk-worms! As muteness descends upon the stil] night
the sound becomes more rhythmical. It enters and soothes her
ears. She has narrated this experience to all her companions,

Once Giti came to get a personal feel of such a mesmer-
izing experience. She has never seen a room engulfed with
hundreds of silk worms. A shiver ran through Giti's facial cop.-
tours. Roon pulls her inside; if Giti moves one step ahead, she
retreats two steps back. The sight of the creeping and crawling
silk worms makes her cover herself with the chadar. As if the
serpentine crawling of the silk worms is taking effect right on
her body. She closes her arms around her own body. Roon
breaks into uncontrollable laughter. What will happen? What is
the fear? Such harmless creatures these are. Now Roon gently
picks up one in her hand. The silk worms crawls softly from the
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palm of her hand up to her elbows. What a soft body! What a
radiant colour!

The sight of the silk worms crawling all over Roon’s body
made Giti run out of the room. Her colour fast warning. It
cannot be looked at. The body shivers. Cannot decide whether
to laugh or scream.

Sarulata deplores the whole incident. If someone does not
want to look, so let it be. A good idea. Because these are deli-
cate beings. The very acts of sighing and exclaiming, pointing
fingers and creating commotion is very objectionable. They will
find fault. If they are offended they will stop devouring leaves
and the very withdrawal of consumption is very ominous. No
human heart can bear to see the affliction of the grown up silk-
worms. These beings require to be nurtured and looked after
like a very tender baby.

Sarulata can never forget the last incident. Forgotton
which month it was! Yes, during the monsoon season. The
bulberry trees on the river bank had been swept away by the
food waters. In such a situation Sarulata engaged the boys to
fetch as much keselu leaves to last two days. Last year she did
the same. If the mulberry leaves are replaced by keselu leaves
the silk worms are not gratified. For almost half an hour there
will be a temorary halt. After half an hour there is again a
motion. Once again they resume eating amidst the background
of a peculiar sound. The thread of the keselu leaf-fed silkworm
is more durable and resilient. They have been regularly feeding
on the leaves, suddenly in the afternoon, God knows what
plagued them, the leaf eating suddenly stopped.

They remained listless throughout the night. Sarulata wept
uncontrollably. What peril has visited! She cooked and served
everyone. But she cannot eat anything. The heart prevented her
from eating in the face of the starving silk worms. Can’t she
request Ratikanta uncle to fetch some blessed water? Some
sanctified object? She pleaded with Thogiram. But Thogiram
did not pay much heed.

It is Sarulata’s belief that it is her heartfelt concern that
worked in the end. In the later period the spell of listlessness
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was broken. The familiar sound of chewing was soon resumed.
At first in low notes; and slowly a crescendo of sweet and soft
notes. Life had come back to the house also. When the chief
members of the household remain crestfallen, the other mem-
bers inspite of living normally are also effected. Sarulata broke
into tears of joy. The starving silk worms must have cursed her

a lot.
The load on Sarulata’s heart was relieved momentarily: the

cycle of probing remained. What must have caused the momep,-
tary interruption? Some menstruating female must have djs.
creetly peeped into the room without Sarulata knowing. Qp
perhaps the keselu leaves have been contaminated by the amiori
ants or some other toxic insect! The caterpillar’s sputum or the
sting!

A chill ran down Sarulata’s spine. It pays to be Cautions,
The lessons of time. She has already become very alert. Devoid
of temper-tantrums or harsh-words. But very aware. The very
names of Gagan and Moina have disappeared from her vocaby-
lary. Nobody knew. Even Thogiram could not get into the ¢ryx
of the matter. Just as the definitely demarcated area ip the
backyard reserved for washing utensils, an area never trans-
gressed by grandmother.

After the departure of Roon, Aruna, Purabi, Juli for Col-
lege, Sarulata sits at her weaving loom. She derives immense
joy at the sight of the college bound group of girls. Emban-
ments will be built. The measuring process is on. New faces are
seen everyday. Roon suggests to her mother if the road beneath
the Simalus tree would be better to take on their way to College.
The other road is now a days, a hub of various £0ssip sessions.
Sarulata is perturbed by the report. Roon is basically a reserved
girl. She must have definitely dwelt on the pros and cong,

Through her mind’s eyes, she familiar faces of her peers
passed by. The steam of the Panchami incident is diffused. Till
the other day everything was fine. Suddenly the isolated house
is infiltrated by people engaged in erecting the embankment.
People’s probing eyes cannot be willfully shut off. Since a few




days back the cheerful girl hardly ventues out of the house. It
was fairly evident in the neighbourhood that the stream of un-
familiar faces has also dried up. Who will shut off the mouths?
Everywhere rumours are in the air.

Sarala mahi, an active gossiper pays a visit to Panchami’s
house on some pretext. One day at dusk, someone had seen the
government hospital’s doctor being ferried down by boat to that
house.

Yes. thekera blossom! Sarala mahi can justify the expo-
sure. Like the newspapers spreading spicy news Sarala mahi is
eagerly awaited at very household’s weaving loom, granary and
kitchen. Roon was surprised that even her mother craved for
such juicy scraps of information. The only noticeable difference
was that she was always alert. The children are no where
around.

A secretly conspiring universe which half reveals and half
withdraws. A fortnight has hardly gone by when Panshami
ventures out. She was always a cheerful girl. Her parents are
very quiet. The ‘s’ of strictness was absolutely missing from the
household. Again the rumour mills in the air. The girl’s face is
heavily made up. The body bore the marks of a severely batter-
ing storm. Drooping shoulders. A withering body complexion.
By nature a gregarious speaker. Seeing Roon, Panchami
advances towards her. Citing some work, Roon makes a retreat.
An unassailable barrier has been erected. No inclination to
engage in any kind of conversation.

She leaves to call on Joba nobou. A first time mother, Joba
nobou looks emaciated. Feeding her baby, she shouts at Roon
to set down. She tucks the sleeping baby into the bed and goes
to Roon clutching paper and a pair of scissors in her hands. She
will learn from Roon to ‘cut’ and make frocks. At first she will
attempt her skill in cutting on paper, later on actual cloth. Joba
nobou had a delicate and small waist. Her breasts a filled up
pitcher. She hurriedly dispenses with her household chores and
sits next to Roon on the floor. Paper and scissors in her hands.
Her rounded face slightly drained off. What is there is Joba
noubou?
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A good feeling prevails in the air.
Why does it happen this way?

She cannot consciously find one specific justifiable cause
for avoiding conversation with Panchami. Very hesitantly Roon
inches forward one step at a time and sits besides Sarala mahi.
A stream of broken health, yet how blissfully complete Joba
nobou is?

Nobou’s screne state of being constantly flowing throuoh
her mind. Lurking inside Roon, a half asleep yearning to kngy,
more!

Why does this happen?

Romola pehi will not spare Roon if she is caught sitting
with Sarala mahi. Roon knows. Neverthless. inspite of trans.
gressing the unwritten writ, Roon in her own way let it be
known. She expected Sarulata to explain things to her. But g
though Sarulata did not hear anything. While pulling the sking
of the jackfruit seeds she said bring some salt and left.

Roon looked straight into Sarala mahi. Pointing to the pef
tree located at the right hand corner of the courtyard. mah; said,
“Keep in mind that when a ripe bel falls, the trees does pot
even known it, stays unruffled. The load is lessened. But then,
when we prod and prick to pluck a raw bel it unleashes great
pain on the tree; it shrivels up.’

That night on every page that she turned in the book the
image of the bel tree floated before her eyes. The bel tree is no
longer there. In its place is a poramlakhi sapling. On her Jast
visit with her children she had a good experience. At handg’
reach bunches and bunches of poramlakhi have blossomed.
They are still unripe. The sheer delights of eating hand plucked
poramlakhi made them tug handfuls of them. Once, someone
cautioned them; so much consumption of poramlakhi is not
good. It might do harm. Both of them were astonished, “We are
not eating the fallen paramlokhi. Here they are at our hands
reach. We are plucking and eating.”

This is Pahi and Ponakan’s childhood.




They consider the gourd and pumpkins as the same. They
frequently want to know the different between huggies and
sanitary nappkins. On the T.V. they can easily comprehend the
significance of the sacrifices performed for the destruction of
the Asuras. The sight of the baby goats sprinting along makes
them retreat inside in anticipation. Ponakan is affectionately
called kukoi by his grand mothers. He is simply fed up of com-
plaining. “But my name is not kukoi, it is Ponakan.”

Roon is saddened. Inspite of Sarulata’s prohibition she
years to frequently visit her home. Let them also get the oppor-
tunity to comprehend the sweetness of speech. May they under-
stand that a perfect happy home is an amalgamation of the
feelings of co-operation and being carefree.

Sarulata’s opinion disagreed. The village, now-a-days, is a
distant mountain. There is no need to come frequently. Let them
stay at a distance and be safe. The old village is now no more.
No earthen lamp is lit under the rulsi at dusk. Very rarely will
you hear the devotional renditions flowing out from the prayer
house.

At dusk Sarulata carries the lonely female silk moth out-
side. And does not she sing calling the male-moth?

Chokora ei aeish aeish................
O male-moth come, come,
Female moth is here all spread out
Male moth will come tilting his body
Will alight on the mango tree
Will fly in a swarm, will be oily too........

Following the call, the male-moth emerging from some
unknown place breaks through the absolute darkness and mates
with the solitary female. The mating of the months evokes sur-
prise and a host of questions in Roon. A strange mysterious
universe indeed! Wherefrom picking up the thread of the song
flies in the male-moth! Surprise known no bound! What a
fusion! What a creation of mutual attraction! The evening as-
sumes a strange and mysterious quality.
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That means, now-a-days, Roon keeps her eyes closed to
everything? Can another Sarulata sing a song enticingly calling
the male-moth? Even if a call is made, which male-moth will
turn up?

Every evening the police and army personnel turn up un-
announced. They will rensack the main room and the living
room. Sarulata has to be consistently vigilant like a tigress, Ask
Sarulata about the pain of being a mother to a simple yet yp-
employed young son. Being married to a simple and Straight
forward school teacher is the penalty. You can derive yoyr les-
sons from Sarulata. For no reason or crime one is subjected to
a host of interrogations at gun point, terror and more terror.

There is no need to come to this state of terror frequently,
One of her greatest attractions is the river but the once familjar
banks are nowhere at sight. One either sides are raised emban.
ments. Every where there are bridges. At any moment swollen
dead bodies float down the river.

The arrival of Bohag prepares the youth for the platforms
of Guwabhati. The villages become barren. The sudden awaken-
ing of the household at mid night to the call of hei hei keiva and
the fidgety preparedness to welcome the troupe of fusoy no
longer prevails. Even if the performing husori troupe comes
they make it a point to inform in advance through , formal
letter the monetary contribution that is expected of them. They
are booked throughout the Bohag season. They will not be
available free of cost. Result? Those who cannot pay will pot be
visited by the husori.

Rather the time bound places where Roon live is prefer-
ably better. The death of insignificant birds and beasts make
newspapers headlines and arouses concern. Down SWoops the
camera. And in our places? When the fugitive son is not found
the father is subjected to brutalities. The rustic farmer who
swells with pride at the news of Kargil is hunted down and shot
at close range in the paddy fields.

At a solitary place the crows and the vultures prey on a
mother’s dearest son. By the time the incident makes it to the
pages of the newspaper, the ceremonies are done with.
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Sarulata’s letter arrives. She cannot come. Sarulata has to
maintain a constant vigil. As if a momentary wink would break
her concentration and lead to some catastrophe. She could not
come even at the birth of Pahi and Ponakan. She penned down
her advice in letters. Roon had no complain. Sometimes she felt
very self-centered. She could not provide succour to her mother
in any aspect. She is buried neck deep in debt to Sarulata.

Sarulata unburdens that load one day. By giving birth to a
child every mother is freed from the debt of motherhood.

This is the way one river flows after another.

That time the letter made her cry uncontrollably. Tears that
were never shed. The tears that spilled at the time of coming
away with Shymanta.

Submerging into chest deep water she questioned herself a
long time. Who is she? Who is Shymanta to her? This eager
anticipation. This unreasonable hope for Shyamanta. But whom
will she ask? With whom will she share her perplexities?

The river. Only the river will bear testimony of her love.
Let Shyamanta come. Let him take her away.

Shyamanta came. Accompained by a few friends. Within a
short period their love transformed into marriage. He requested
her parents not to arrange an elaborate social affair. Her father
informed people he encountered. Not for the marriage but for
seeing off. Both of them lay prostrate in front each of the senior
guests present. At last, Gagan uncle paused and placed his
hands on her head.

*“Go maiden. Please don’t curse us.”

A stony weight on the heart. But why is there no rainfall?
Tumultuous rainfall? Let the wave of current break through the
heart. The compass of childhood and adolescence are fast re-
treating from the eyes. From a distance she bowed down in
reverential prostration before the river.

Jol bhori Yashoda............
Fill your pitcher up Yashoda
And don’t look back, Oh Ram.......




Else the sea will come breaking
The sen will break: will find fault
Will take exception..........

Nobody is waiting. Just as the river is not waiting.

Whatever must have occurred to Moina khuri towards the
end? The cloth on the weaving look tore off at the folds. The
sound of the running shuttle gradually became faint and disap-
peared altogether. The already mute house was by degrees re-
placed by an unending chilling silence. Throughout the day she
stands by the nongolamukh as if in cager anticipation of some-
one. Sarulata informed Roon through the letters. Moina hag
transformed into a voiceless moina bird. Imprisoned. Mute.

Once the military barged into Gagan uncle’s house. They
leafed through every thing in the book almirah. Only the jackets
of the books remained. Small white ants have tunncled through
the pages; nothing eligible left to be read. It seems Romola pejy
had told Sarulata; “Drain water, nobou. Dry leaves and twigs
have clogged the drain forever. It is of o use.”

Romola pehi was also subjected to interrogations. Mean-
while she retreated into her shell. Did pelii embrace wish-death
in the end?

She had such organizational skKills. The youth of the vijl-
lage followed her everywhere. A library must be established;
Romola pehi at the forefront. They must go and join the flood
relief operation. Taking the oars in her own hands she sets down
to work. Seeing her, the young man troop in to lend their hands.

Once Roon’s house was also flooded. Those were the days
when she immersed herself in the world of books. It was
Romola pehi who steered her by hand from the world of books
to the real world. It was natural at her age to dwell so long on
one’s own grief as tremendous.

Such moments would increase Romola pehi. Is this a
matter of concern? Come out and look what is happening to
people around. The houses are submerged to the roof top. The
government relief is embezzled even before it reaches its desti-
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Nation. Month after month the schools are crowded by village
after village. Sometimes because of floods; sometimes because
of communal flare-ups. The young men disappear in the middle
O_f their school and college terms. The majority of us are des-
lined to be in poverty. But endangerment and starvation? It is
hOI‘rifying enough to disrobe people and instill evil.

From the pages of the book Roon was escorted to the real
world by Romola pehi. 1t was in such a relief camp that she
encountered Shyamanta. Words and action emanate with great
Speed from Shyamanta. She did not require much time to fall
In love. Even to get married. A smile floats on Roon’s thin lips.
Must pen-down a letter to Shyamanta. Long. Just like the ones
she wrote before her marriage. He will be very delighted.

Very slowly Romola pehi withdrew herself from work. For
what reason? The dwindling percentage of loyalty? Or is it that
deep inside her she had been dried of inspiration? Romola pehi
retreated deep down into the shell. There is not a more noble
cause to die? May be no goals were in sight which she can
pursue heart and soul? Truly, what aim was missing in front of
her? An aimless future? Aimless work? Aimless waiting of
Moina khuri?

While remaining enclosed in her own small world, the
pearls of time pass away. Wastage. Wastage. She is incapable of
imprisoning time in her palms. But the river that ceaselessly
flows in her heart? Like the pet cat who curls around deep
inside to thwart off the cold? Within the concrete embankment
a whirlpool is moving around. The time has come to let it flow
along.

Only towards predawn the eyes are finally shunted to
sleep. This is a railing. Who is it pressing her chest by it fal-
tering forward? Yearning for something! As if her name of open
hair is talking to the wind. A very familiar posture. A face, very
close to her. Moina khuri? Romola pehi? Panchami? Or is it
herself? A tug of war between lightness and darkness. Nothing
can be perceived clearly.

“Ma, Ma, get up. We'll be late.”




She was in a rush. Pahi and Ponakon are ready for their
swimming class. Clutching both of them on either side she
advances on the foot path. The city is just waking up. As the

swimming class is over in the morning, after returning from
school both of them will get time for themselves.

She attempts to visualize the image of her dream. Open
hair, hands flung leisurely, eyes towards the horizon, whose
image is this? When did she cross it over? When did the past
rambling world merge with the present? She increased her pace.
Pahi and Ponakon are way ahead of her. A picture imprinted on
her wings. The wind carries aloft the edge of her blue chqgy,.

The effort to flow endlessly gains momentum and flows fore
ever.Q

“Or is it only the breeze, in its listlessness
Travelling across the wet mead to me here,
You being ever dissolved to wan wistlessness,
Heard no more again far or near?”

T



Who was she ??

#  Shorbori Das
H. S. 2nd year

know, being the creatures of 21st century we all don’t be
lieve in spirits or other mythical stories. As I too belong to
that category of people, I never believed in supernatural stories
or spirits until the most horrifying incident occured in my life.
This is a true incident which occurred in my life last year. I
know you all will be puzzled at the climax of the story. But, this
is not a story, it is a true incident of my life.

Last year after my examination was OVer, I planned to
travel to a hill station with my family. For this we chose
Shillong which was the most ideal hill station of all. So on the
desired day we set out for the most enthralling journey. I got the
most comfortable window corner of the Blue Hill Travels. Then
at 10:40 am our bus gave that jerk and off me went for a
pleasant journey. I thought that [ was the most happiest person
in the whole bus as I was going to Shillong after a gap of 14
yrs. So just putting my walkman on and tapping my feet to the
tunes of Sonu Nigam, I began to enjoy each and every moment
of the journey. After one hr I noticed a very sweet girl sitting
beside me. 1 smiled at her and she smiled back. She had the
most enticing smile T had ever seen, and we started talking.

After a brief introduction, our bus gave a halt and we got
down for some refreshments. While talking to the girl whose
name was Vandana, her resemblance to some one I knew struck
me, but 1 wouldn’t conjecture the resemblance. Just as we were
going to reach Shillong, I suddenly remembered that she was
the same girl who studied with me till Class IX in my school.
After the completion of Class IX she left school and went
somewhere else to study. As she too remembered me as her old
friend we became the best of friends. After this we reached




Shillong. She told me that recently her father got transferred
and so they were in Shillong. Then we decided that 1 would go
to her home.

[ told my parents that will be going with her and my
e me the consent. Her house was at New
Colony. I was sO happy to get my old friend back. that I really
wasn’t aware of the shock that was awaiting me. While walking
towards her home she purchased some eatables and giving mZ
the key of her home she told me to \}lmt near the door. Op
enquiring she replied that §he was going to n.ng her mother
informing that she has arrived from Guwahati and had a]5q
brought me along with her. After this I reucheq h'er home ang
feeling tired 1 unlocked he'r house and stepped fnSIde. S[epping
inside I found that the lights were not workmg: I began 1o
inst o candle and at the same time grew anxious thinkipe
search th’S {aking Vandana sO long. Luckily 1 got a C‘dndl:;
e 1W nd with the help of my lighter which I kept for externg]
nearly a 1 it While 1 had forwarded my next step | found
use, 1 lighted 1= 1 the floor. Due to the cut off of power supp|
forwarded the candle towards that thing. d
i 1 couldn’t believe my eyes and ,
y spine making mfa stiff. T found that
ying in front of me and could gee

parents also gav

as |
; pody Was .
s dead just came running near the market place

2 it. 1J .
pothing peyond ! . me. 1 found that my whole face had turneq

for somet! e and §
and stood er that [ simply Jost my senses and fell down lying

mp i
ite and L egaine L ReEes hack
wite 318 8%, e one 1026 LA W On
URCh st sssSesin 10 the local folk, | came to know IR\

5 P fire which broke out in their home last Christ-

(mas, Vand.a‘na along with her family was burnt alive and nobody
could survive.

I‘IS been one year since the incident has passed, but still
sometimes when I am lonely I ask a question to myself that the

girl with whom I had spent so wonderful moments after all,
who was she 77?7 0
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The Mystery

# Gautam Goswami
Jyoti Arnav Goswami
T.D.C. Ist Year

Something was haunting him, trying to harm him in his
dream. He desperately tried not to panic, but lately his sleep
had been filled with unbearable nightmares and he awoke each
morning with a feeling of impending doom. Mr. Henfrey sud-
denly came out of his hysteria to realize that he was getting late
for his Annual Board Meeting. He went for a shower, forcing
his mind to concentrate on the topics of the meeting.

Mr. Abner Henfrey was in his late thirties, a burly earnest
man with a pleasant personality. The only cloud hanging over
his life was he was maniac depressed. His mood could swing
within seconds; in an instant he could go from a blissful
euphoria to a desperate misery and he had no control over it.
He began dressing for the meeting and was hurrying his
breakfast down his throat.

Suddenly, the wheels of his mind began turning—taking it
to uncanny heights; to a faraway distant time years ago.

David Blackwell, the owner of M.G. Advertising Limited
has taken in Abner Henfrey as his partner, considering his
excellent performance over the years. Mr. Blackwell was an
intelligent and attractive person. Moreover, he was filthy rich,
he did not have to work for money. But the world of advertising

drew him towards it and he knew that he had the talent and
creativity with him.

M. G. Limited had over 50 employees and among them
was Jim Crawford: he was proud and arrogant and hated
Blackwell. But he was a genius—if somebody had a problem
planning an ad-film, he would help him out and if a computer
crashed, it was again Crawford who was sent for.
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Henfrey was quite close to Crawford and he was the one,

after Blackwell, with whom Henfrey discussed his problems.
" Blackwell was adored by everyone because of his work and his
motivating character, but Crawford wasn't comfortable with
that; in fact, he always had one or the other problem with
Blackwell. He desired a high degree of recognition for this
work which he never got.

Within 2 years of its operation, M.G. Ltd. became the
premiere advertising company and Balckwell was rated the best
emerging businessman of the year. When all the kudos for the
success of the company went to Blackwell, Crawford could not
bear it and wondered why on earth it had to be Blackwell
everytime and not himself or even Henfrey.

Deep inside, even Henfrey didn’t highly rate Blackwell; he -
felt that it was he who made it possible. This made his relation
with Blackwell more professional and less personal. Depression
had taken a heavy toll on Henfrey’s physique; he looked more
like a withering flower day by day. He couldn’t concentrate on
work and was on leave most of the time.

A year passed but the relationship of Henfrey and
Blackwell seemed more distant. Blackwell was aware of this
and he tried to show his concern for Henfrey, but all in vain.

In the meanwhile, M. G. Limited was given the contract
for advertisement of a very discreet product. But the report files
and the data went missing when the project was near
completion. The company filed a suit against M. G. Limited
and handed over the project to the Creative Group, a rival of
M. G. Limited. The Creative Group completed the project using
the reports prepared by M. G. Limited and thus, inched one step
closer to fame.

Mr. Benson, the chairman of the Creative Group issued a
blank cheque in the name of Crawford.

This brought about a vortex of changes in M. G. Limited
Blackwell who was once very calm, now yelled at everybody.
Somehow he came to know that Crawford was the culprit. He'
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always knew that Crawford hated him but this time he was
adamant about making him pay for it.

That evening Blackwell summoned Crawford to his place
and made sure that he knew the reason. What started as a heated
argument soon turned into a furious fist fight.

The next morning the neighbours were awakened by a
scream from blackwell’s apartment. They found his body
bathed in blood lying on the floor. The room was plundered and
a lot of cash and valuables were missing.

Henfrey was about to leave for office at the usual time
when the phone rang. He picked up the receiver and stood
motionless—Crawford was arrested.

When he arrived at the police station, one of the
neighbours of Blackwell, Mr. Huxter, was being interrogated.
He confirmed that he saw Crawford rushing out of Blackwell’s
apartment late last evening. On the testimony of Mr. Huxter and
other evidences like Crawford’s footmarks compelled the police
to drag the case to court. Henfrey, on the other hand, promised
to get the best lawyer to bail him out of his miseries.

On the day of the trial, the prosecutor turned the case
against Crawford so that he could not crawl out of it. But Mr.
Cliffton Lawrence, the lawyer appointed to defend Crawford,
brought to light the important point as confessed by his client
before the court that he went to Blackwell's apartment to
deliver a report of the company only to find Blackwell’s corpse
lying on the floor. Frightened by the experience, he rushed out
of the place to save his name. Moreover, nothing looted from
the victim’s apartment was recovered from Crawford’s place
and the fingerprints on the bloodstained knife did not match
with those of Crawford. Mr. Lawrence convinced the jury that
it was a case of burglary and brutal murder.

Finally, the court pronounced its verdict in favour of
Crawford due to lack of concrete evidence against him. His face
glowed with a wicked smile.

The clock in the dining hall struck 10 and Henfrey realised

that he was still on the breakfast table. He was late for the
scheduled board meeting.
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The work of an important project was pending and
Henfrey was still in his cabin long after office hours that
evening. Presently, Crawford joined him and it was quite late at
night when they had finished. Henfrey had something to tell
Crawford but it was the latter who took the initiative.

“Was it the burglar, you think. who killed Blackwell. If
you do, you’re wrong.”

Henfrey was amazed at this sudden outburst and starred at
Crawford speechless.

Crawford continued, ** Well, it was me. But one thing still
beats me—when did the burglary take place?™

To this, Henfrey replied in a quite unusual way, “The truth
is far from what you think or say. You just stabbed him and ran
away like a coward without confirming his death. 1 entered his
-apartment soon after you left and created the burglary seen
before his helpless eyes. Finally, I finished him and slipped
away unnoticed.” Q
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Feminismm—A Transformational Process

# Prarthana Barua
Head, Deptt. of English

Unlike many other ‘isms’ feminism does not derive its
theoretical or conceptual base from any single theoritical
formulation. The term feminism may be foreign, the concept
stands for a transformational process, a process which started in
South Asia in the 19th century as an organised and articulated
stand against women’s subordination. There is no specific
abstract definition of feminism applicable to all women at all
times. The definition thus can and does change ‘because
feminism is based on historically and culturally concrete
realities and levels of consciousness, percptions and actions™.
The term feminism may mean one thing in the 17th century and
that it may mean something quite different in the 1980's. So it
can be articulated differently in different parts of the world and,
within a country, differently by different women depending on
their class, background, level of education, consciousness, etc.
Even among similar kinds of women there are different currents
and debates in feminist thinking, particularly with regard to the
reasons for patriarchy and male domination, and to the final
resolution of women’s struggle for a non-exploitative society
free of class, caste, race and gender bias.

In a broader sense term ‘Feminism’ is, ‘“‘an awareness of
womens oppression and exploitation in society, at work and
within the family and consicious action by women and men to
change this situation”. '

The main difference between earlier feminits and present
day once that earlier feminists fought for legal reform, for a a
legally equal position in society; the struggles were, essentially,
outside the home and the family. Today feminists are working
towards the emancipation of women. Feminism therefore



includes the struggle against women’s subordination to the male
within the home; against their exploitation by family: against
their contiuning low status at work, in society and in the culture
and religion of the country; against their double burden in
production and re-production. In addition, feminism challenges
the very notions of feminity and masculinity as mutually
exculsive, biologically determined categories. Therefore the
present day feminism is a struggle for achievement of women’s
equality, dignity and freedom of choice to control their lines
and bodies within and outside home.

Feminism and feminist struggles arose in Asia when a
consciousness developed about democratice rights and the
injustice of depriving half the population of its basic rights. The
voices against women’s subordination took the form of a
demand for the possibility of widow re-marriage, for a ban on
polygamy, the practices of sati and of purdah, and demand for
the education and legal emancipation of women.

However, there are instances of male consciousness for
women’s emancipation specially in the East. In China for
example, Kang Yu-Wei attacked footbinding and women’s
subordination. In Egypt Ahmed Fares El Shidyak in 1855
wrote a book (One Leg Crossed Over the Other) supporting
women’s emancipation and Kasin Amin, around the same time
created a sensation with his book ‘The New Women’. In Iran
several male intellectuals of the 1880's and 1890’s took up the
issue of women’s rights, opposing polygamy and the seclusion
of women; while in India, from the time of Ram Mohan Roy
who agitated against sati and women’s enslavement, numerous
social and political reformers have raised the issue, including
famous names like Vidyasagar, Ramkrishna, Rabindranath
Tagore, Gandhi, Nehru and Syed Ahmed.

In the 19th century, some of the lesser-known early
agitators on women’s rights were Pandita Ramabai (1858-1922)
of India, who attacked Hindu religious orthodory and spoke up
for women’s freedom as early as the 1880’s and who herself led
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an independent life; Kartini (1879-1904), a pioneer of women's
education and emancipation in Indonesia, who defied tradition
to start a girl’s school; Qurrat ul Ayn (1815-51) of Iran, a Babi
heretic who abandoned her family, gave up veiled seclusion,
preached unveiled in public, and died fighting on the battlefield;
Jiu Jin of China (1875-1907) who left to study in Tokyo and to
involve herself in revolutionary politics and women’s issues. Jiu
Jin was arrested for these activities and executed. It was she
who said, ““The revolution will have to start in our homes, by
achieving equal rights for women.”

Thus, feminism is not about prescribing what women
should or should not do; feminists are fighting for a society
where a woman has the freedom to choose, where she is not
forced to be a housewife, where she is not pushed into typically
‘feminine’ roles and low paid ‘feminine’ jobs, and where she is
treated with respect. Every girl should have the freedom and
opportunity to do and be what she wants to do and is capable
of doing. Since feminists seek the removal of all forms of
inequality, domination and oppression through the creation of a
just social and economic order, nationally and internationally,
all issues are women’s issues. There is and has to be a women’s
point of view on all issues and feminists seek to integrate
the feminist perspective ‘in all pheres of personal and national
life.Q

Reference :

Feminism and its Relevance in South Asia by Kamla Bhasin
Nighat Said Khan.

The Twentieth Century : Post-war Developments.

“RESPECT FOR WOMEN IS A SIGN OF
REAL CULTURE”
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More to improve, fewer to disapprove.
doers”, fewer “talkers.”

e to say “it can be done”. fewer to sa
“t¢ can’t be done.” ;

More to inspire others with confidence
fewer to throw “cold water” on anyone
taking even omne step in the righ
_ direction.

“do somet/nng about it, féwer to sit o“
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